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Rome, the de facto natural capital of irredeema-

bly inspired dreamers, was still the capital city of 

the Old Roman Empire. About 2000 years after the 

end of the empire, Sergio Iacomoni, a banker borned 

in 1952 in the medieval town of Viterbo, set up the 

gladiator school in the street where the famous 

rebellion of the slaves commanded by Spartacus 

took place in 73 BC. 

since news of school’s setting broke after few 

days, hundreds of visitors come from the US and 

Russia. Particularly Americans are obsessed with 

the history of Rome and the gladiators. The school 

currently has four instructors, including one 

woman. The instructor can use a gladio - a sword 

about 60cm long - and a shield. They don’t risk peo-

ple’s lives. The weapons used - lances, small swords, 

bows spears, tridents and arrows - are exactly the 

same. For instance, the wooden sword are exactly 

the same measurements as real one but it doesn’t 

have a sharp point that could cut you.

The rebellion of the 73BC was a violent battle. Rome 

won and Spartacus and the slaves lost. Thousands 

were crucified along Via Appia Antica, the ancient 

Roman Road, with a cross every 100 metres. Legend 

has it that Spartacus was crucified in front of the 

school.

Today Sergio Iacomoni - also known as Nerone - is 

the chief of the gladiators of Rome. “Russell Crowe 

has helped us” Sergio Iacomoni says. “With the film 

Gladiator he generated a bit of excitement around 

gladiators and kick-started a fashion. Young peo-

ple are the most excitable - they come with their 

friends. I love seeing very rich people - important 

managers, politicians and  Others - get covered in 

mud, dust and sweat to experience the feeling of 

being a gladiator”.
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